Dear Ms. Enerson

Thank you for the statenment nade on your behal f by
M. Lloyd Smth before the M ssissippi R ver Comm ssion during
t he public neeting in Cape Grardeau, M ssouri, on April 7,
2003. A copy of this letter is being sent to M. Smth at your
Cape Grardeau office. In your statenent you expressed concern
over environnental groups who are opposed to flood protection
projects. You also included in your witten presentation
concerns regarding projects in your district.

In 1992, a feasibility study was initiated to exam ne
raising the I evel of protection of the Bois Brule Levee system
During the 1993 flood, the |levee failed due to uncontrolled
under seepage. | n 2002, Congress directed the Corps to correct
desi gn deficiencies and raise the |level of protection. A draft
conbi ned Design Deficiency and Detail ed Project Report was
conpleted in Cctober 2002 and distributed for public review
The sponsor recently decided that they will proceed with the
deficiency correction project first and pursue the project to
raise the level of protection at a |ater date. The St. Louis
District is currently finalizing the final Deficiency
Correction Report.

A Periodic Inspection Report published in April 2002
identified several major deficiencies in the Cape G rardeau,
M ssouri, flood protection project. At the request of
Congressional staffs, the St. Louis District nmet with the staffs
in January 2003 and di scussed the Periodic Inspection Report and
the repair alternatives available to the |ocal |evee districts.
The Corps is commtted to helping the |ocal |evee districts
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resol ve these deficiencies pending proper authorization and
future appropriations.

Both the St. Louis and Menphis Districts recogni ze the
need to nonitor changes on the private Len Small |evee. The
potential to negatively inpact the Coormerce to Birds Point Levee
has been recogni zed and is being addressed in a Conpr ehensive
Pl anni ng Report and Environnmental |npact Statenent schedul ed for
conpletion in draft formin August 2003. Should this report
result in a project, it is anticipated that the Len Small Levee



W Il becone part of that project. |If and when that happens, the
Corps will have much nore control over inprovenents that could
adversely inpact the Federal |evee system The levee is in the
St. Louis District and is included in the PL 84-99 program It
is eligible to receive flood fighting and | evee rehabilitation
assi stance, if required.

The Menphis District has installed approximtely 150 reli ef
wel | s along the Comrerce to Birds Point Levee since the floods
of 1995 and 1997. Associated collector and outlet ditches have
al so been constructed or inproved. The relief well systemwl]l
contribute to the stability of the | evee during sustained high-
wat er events. There are approximately 50 relief wells that
remain to be installed just south of the town of Conmerce. A
construction contract for these remaining wells can be awarded
once the local sponsor, Levee District No. 2 of Scott County,
can provide the necessary rights-of -way.

The Corps’ negotiations with the M ssouri Attorney
CGeneral’s Ofice and the M ssouri Departnent of Natural
Resources (MDNR) resulted in the Corps and MDNR signing a
Menor andum of Understanding for the restoration/ preservation of
Big Gak Tree State Park, a Settlenent Agreenent, and NMDNR
i ssuing water quality certification for the St. Johns Bayou- New
Madrid Fl oodway Project on June 9, 2003. The settlenent
conditions require the evaluation of additional channel
alternatives in the St. Johns Basin before proceeding with
project inplenmentation. The Corps expects to conplete
eval uation of these alternatives in July before submtting a
Record of Decision (ROD) to nme for signing. After signing of
a ROD, restoration of funds reprogrammed in past years and
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initiation of project construction will be top priorities
for the Corps.

Phase one of the New Madrid, M ssouri, riverfront
i nprovenents was awarded in August 2002. This phase is being
constructed at full Federal expense and is schedul ed for
conpletion during this construction season. Phase two of the
i mprovenents woul d be cost shared 50/50 with the local interests
because the features of this phase are considered to be



recreational. Local interests have indicated that they are not
interested in pursuing these features at this tine.

The hydraulic and hydrol ogy analysis for the El k Chute
Sout h Levee setback has been done and the results have been
presented to the |ocal sponsor, the Elk Chute Drainage D strict
(ECDD). They requested sone changes to the prelimnary design,
and those proposals are being investigated. Additional
information will be presented to the ECDD as it becones
avai l able. A schedule for conpletion of the setback will be
devel oped later this fiscal year and provided to you. Channel
cl eanout of Belle Fountain West has been conpl eted, and cl eanout
of the upper three mles of Stateline Qutlet is underway. The
need for additional work on Stateline Qutlet is currently being
i nvesti gat ed.

Siltation that occurred in the St. Francis R ver near
Arkansas Hi ghway 90, after the initial channel restoration, has
been renoved. Although the Corps sedinent nodel identified this
area as a deposition area, the nodel and the project design are
bei ng reevaluated to determine if nodifications are needed to
ensure a long-termsolution. The results of these reeval uations
and proposed nodifications, if any, will be shared with |ocal
and Congressional interests.

Due to changes in the Wappapell o Lake's Water Control Pl an,
state and county roads at Wappapell o Lake are fl ooded at a
greater frequency and to a greater depth than when the project
was placed in operation. Section 9 of the FCA of 1946 gives the
Chi ef of Engineers the authority for remedial action on highways
that are being danaged by the operation of the project. By this
authority, the adverse possession of the state highways and
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county roads are being corrected by the subsequent rel ocations
and subordi nations as recommended in the Wappapel | o Lake,

St. Francis River, Relocation Design Menorandum State H ghways
and County Roads, April 1996.

The St. Louis District has conpl eted Wayne County Road 538,
H ghway BB, and new bridge construction on Wayne County Road
526, which is part of an ongoing construction contract. Funds
in Fiscal Year 2003 are being used to conplete the H ghway FF



subordi nati on, conplete H ghway D (site 4) and County Roads 523
and 526 construction contracts, and initiate the H ghway D
(sites 1 and 2) contract. Funds in Fiscal Year 2004 will be
used to continue the Hghway D (sites 1 and 2) contract.

The Conmi ssion appreciates your support of the U S. Arny
Cor ps of Engineers. W |ook forward to hearing fromyou or
menbers of your staff at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on






